Successful use of somatostatin in a case of neonatal chylothorax.
A 2-week-old infant status postrepair of gastroschisis had spontaneous bilateral chylothoraces necessitating thoracostomy drainage. Voluminous chylous drainage persisted despite cessation of enteral feedings. On administration of the somatostatin analogue octreotide, pleural drainage diminished markedly and ceased entirely within 4 days. These results, along with reported successes in treatment of chylothorax after thoracic surgery, support the prospective investigation of somatostatin use in problematic chylothorax.